
DIRECTOR’S CORNER:
Dreams of a “New” Olde Forge

"Old men and old women will come back to 
Jerusalem, sit on benches on the streets and 
spin tales, move around safely with their 
canes—a good city to grow old in. And boys 
and girls will fill the public parks, laughing and 
playing—a good city to grow up in."  

Zechariah 8:4-5, The Message

The biblical vision of a new Jerusalem has 
informed and energized our dream of a “new” 
Olde Forge community.  Central to our dream 
has been a gathering place or a learning center 
where people could grow in knowledge, skill, 
and care for one another.  Within walking 
distance of the Olde Forge neighborhood, such 
a center would house our offices and offer space 
for youth activities, adult programs, and other 
community events.  More than a place to go, it 
would be a place to grow.  Despite the current 
economic climate, we recently decided to take a 
leap of faith.  We embarked on a study to 
explore the feasibility of and community 
support for building such a center near the 
neighborhood.   We appreciate your prayers as
we work to realize this “dream” together.
    

Teenage dreams being realized
By Elizabeth Shomo

I made my way back to the Olde Forge neighborhood 
after leaving in 2002 at the age of 14.  My journey back 
started in October when I received an email from the 
sociology department at UMW in regards to a local job 
opportunity. The location was called Olde Forge 
Junction—a name I recognized. I was curious and 
surprised to hear about a place assisting Olde Forge as 
nothing was in place for youth or parents when I lived 
there.  When I lived in Olde Forge, several years before 
the start of Olde Forge Junction, I was taunted everyday 
by neighborhood children who teased me because I was 
white and got good grades in school. I took no pride in 
where I lived. The neighborhood at that point seemed 
run-down and scary to me. I could not wait to leave the 
neighborhood, and I never wanted to go back there after 
we eventually left. But I always hoped that Olde Forge 
would become a better neighborhood.  Upon finding out 
more about Olde Forge Junction, I knew I had to apply 
even though I originally felt that the time commitment 
was more than I could handle. I am definitely glad that I 
applied, because I finally get to see my original dreams 
and prayers for the community being answered.  The 
opportunity to work with the current residents of Olde 
Forge has shown me the impact an empathetic and 
caring organization can have on the lives of people and
the atmosphere of a community. It is hard to deny the 
impact, as I see a cleaner, safer neighborhood every time 
I go into the community. No longer do some children 
tease other children who get good grades as the tutoring 
program has enabled every child that participates to 
achieve academically. It is no longer untrendy to be 
smart. I see a stronger sense of community developing 
among residents who may not have met if it wasn’t for 
Olde Forge Junction.  No longer do I see individuals 
struggling alone as I had always felt alone growing up. 
The families know they are not alone because Olde 
Forge Junction is always there to help them.  I had a 
dream of a stronger, safer, more active and hopeful Olde 
Forge, and I believe that Olde Forge Junction has turned 
my dream (and potentially the dream of all past Olde 
Forge residents) into a reality. I am glad I work with 
such an inspiring organization that truly touches the lives 
of many. 
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Financial Contributors:  
December 2008 – February 2009

Anne Brooks
Call Me Construction
Philip Carroll
The Dulcie Potter Fund of the Community
    Foundation of the Rappahannock River Region
Jeanne Cornell
Dr. Harry Crisp
Polly DeShazo
Dorothy Foster
Betty Glancy
Micah Houghton
Gail Hylton
John & Margaret Ingram
Charlie & Ann Jett
Dr. & Mrs. John LeDoux
EE & AM Lichi
Living Word Fellowship
Angel & Wendy Martinez
New Hope United Methodist Church
Mike Oberschmidt, Jr.
Mike & DoJo Oberschmidt
Nunzio & Nancy Pontillo
Robert & Cynthis Roser
Carlton Rowe
Douglas & Joan Ryan
Charles & Sheryl Sinche
Samuel Smart
Clayton & Jamie Smith
Stafford Crossing Community Church
Trinity United Methodist Church
Vera Young

DREAM and BELIEVE
By Sissé Bland

No matter how many times life knocks you down
So what if it starts to rain on your parade
You must dream and believe
If the cloudy truths of your life cause you to doubt
    what you are destined for
Those clouds start to block the sunshine of your
    faith and you can’t find rhyme or reason still
You must continue to dream and believe
There is a master plan for life and it is filled with
    light and greatness
The destiny is yours, if you are willing
To dream and believe in the path set for you
The rains of despair can dampen your spirit and
    make murky your vision
That is when it is time to raise the umbrella of 
    dreams and let that light shine
Dream and believe
Dream a dream and believe that it can be achieved
Know that there is no vision that cannot come to
    pass, if it is the plan and destiny of your life
No matter how hard it seems, take a walk by a
    stream and stop 
Take a moment to dream that wonderful dream
Get lost in reverie and belief in self 
Dream and believe

BE A SUMMER INTERN WITH OFJ

We are recruiting four summer interns to assist with 
our summer programs.  Applications can be 
submitted from April 1-May 30, 2009.   Please call 
368-0081 or email oldeforge@hotmail.com to 
request an application.  
QUALIFICATIONS :  1) At least age 16.  
2) Desire to experience and learn about community 
ministry.  3) Ability to work independently.  
4) Enjoys working with children. 5) Flexibility 
6) some fluency in Spanish a plus, but not required.
TIME COMMITMENT:  75 hours beginning 
July 6, 2009 and ending not later than August 16, 
2009; Core hours are Tuesday and Thursday  9:00 
am-2:00 pm.  Interns will work additional hours on 
Mondays or Fridays in support of field trips.
BENEFITS:  1) Growth in leadership and multi-
cultural skills 2) $7.25 per hour



MLK Day Academic Fair
By Chris Roehl

I have a dream!  It started last summer when 
Theresie asked me to coordinate the 1st – 2nd grade 
after-school tutoring program.  I dreamed of one 
tutor for each student.  Reality has not lived up to 
the dream so far.  The best we’ve gotten is a 1:2 
ratio.  But I have not given up hope.

When I received an email concerning the University 
of Mary Washington’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Service Day, the dream burned even 
brighter.  Here was a way to have one UMW 
student with each child in a fun, learning 
environment.  I woke up in the morning with a 
whole list of activities ready to write down.  I 
contacted UMW to get a group.  We ended up with 
the men’s & women’s tennis teams – 25 students 
plus coaches.  How perfect – a mixed group with 
just the right number for us.

We invited 22 four-year olds and kindergartners for 
the morning and 20 first & second graders for the 
afternoon.  We had 18 attend each session.

It was such a joy to watch each child and their 
UMW student get to know each other over the 
course of their time together.  Some took more time 
to warm up to each other than others, but by the end 
of the session a connection had been made.  Yes, 
the room was loud.  Yes, not everything went 
exactly to my plan.  But, YES, the dream became 
reality and many lives were touched.

Thank you to the UMW students who gave up their 
Saturday to be with us.  Thanks to the James Farmer 
Multicultural Center for organizing the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Community Service Day.

           

VOLUNTEERS HELP US 
REALIZE OUR DREAM

In the fall I put out a call for volunteers to help on 
Tuesday and/or Thursday afternoons with Brain 
Builders (BB), our after school tutoring program. 
Our dream was to have one-on-one tutoring for the 
32 children in our program--thirteen students in 
grades 1-2 who meet at Rocky Run Elementary 
School and nineteen students in grades 3-5 who 
meet at Berea Baptist Church.  We are so thankful 
for all the UMW students and community 
volunteers who answered our call and made a 
commitment to our BB program, including four
interns from UMW: Jenny, Brad, Andrea and 
Anthony.   We are approaching our goal--Hurrah!!!  
Even Rocky Run teachers are commenting about 
the difference our program is making.  We still need 
help, especially with the younger students and 
especially during the month of May after college 
students leave for the summer. If you want to be a 
part of our dream, please contact Danalu Kerr @ 
(540) 368-0081 or danalukerr@msn.com
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Other Ways to help:

Raise Money for Olde 
Forge Junction Every Time You Shop Online:
Now more than ever, smart shoppers are looking for 
ways to stretch every dollar. In these uncertain 
economic times, we all face hard choices as we plan 
for special occasions, holiday gifts, and charitable 
giving. With iGive.com, you don’t have to choose 
between buying the things you need and supporting 
Olde Forge Junction.  You can feel good knowing 
that a portion of each purchase benefits our 
organization. Create your free iGive account today, 
and start helping every time you shop. Over 700 
stores participate in the iGive program, including 
Amazon.com, Lands' End, eBay, Staples, Victoria's 
Secret, Best Buy, Pottery Barn, and PETCO. You'll 
never pay more when you reach an online store 
through iGive.com, and up to 26% of each purchase 
benefits our organization! Start helping today at: 
www.iGive.com/OFJ

Every time you shop at Ukrop's 
and use your UVC card between March 2 and 
March 28, 2009, you will earn one Golden Gift 
Point for every $1 spent. The more you shop, the 
more you earn! Points are automatically calculated 
and tracked on your purchase receipts. In May, a 
Golden Gift certificate that details your household's 
points will be mailed to you. Donate your points by 
turning your Golden Gift Certificate in to Olde 
Forge Junction.  Olde Forge Junction will receive a 
donation from UKROPS based on the number of 
Golden Gift points submitted.

Needed Items:
Paper Towels Liquid Hand Soap/
Toilet Paper   Sanitizer
Juice Boxes 39 gal Trash Bags
Bottled Water Kitchen Trash Bags
Composition books 2” 3-Ring Binders
Notebook Dividers
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