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My first quarter of service as Executive Director has
been a constant challenge to come up to speed on
the many programs and activities that are a part of
Olde Forge Junction. This has been a period of
change and adjustment for everyone in the office. |
am continually impressed with the staff's
commitment to this ministry, and their love for the
people they serve.

Theresie began her sabbatical in October, 2009.
She plans to return in a new role as Program
Director in January, 2010. She has been such a
guiding light for this organization. She is such an
inspiration.

Brain Builders began in October at three sites. This
year there is a Brain Builders program for students
at Drew Middle School. This program is coupled
with a 4-H Club meeting for those students.

The HUGS program also began near the end of
October. There is a session for non-English
speaking caregivers on Wednesday mornings and
another session for English speaking caregivers on
Friday morning. We also provided transportation to
ESL classes each Tuesday and Thursday.

Our Board of Directors has voted to change the
name of our organization to Stafford Junction. This
does not in any way change our mission or our
commitment to the people in the Olde Forge
Community. It does better position us to expand
our programs to serve other people with similar
needs across Stafford County. We have begun the
paperwork required to accomplish this change. Our

A quarterly newsletter from
Olde Forge Junction

December 2009

objective is to have it completed by the first of
2010.

After two months with Olde Forge Junction, | return
repeatedly to Galatians 6:9 - “Let us not become
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
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VOLUNTEER BLESSINGS!
By Danalu Kerr

October 2009 was the beginning of the seventh year for
Brain Builders. OFJ has come a long way in the past six
years. | remember the fall of 2003 when our first groups
met on Tuesday and Thursday in a family’s townhouse on
Bellows Ave. The Stafford Ministerial Association, led by
Rev. Jack Marcom, blessed our program before we began.
We had the elementary students on Tuesday and the Middle
School on Thursday. Attendance varied and to say it was
chaotic, is putting it mildly, but it was also fun and
challenging. Theresie and | were the only tutors, until
Roxy Stewart joined us. Then Brain Builders moved to the
FABA office in January 2004. Brain Builders became a
more formalized and structured program. Volunteers
became an important part of Brain Builders and OFJ.

Brain Builders is now in full force, thanks to the wonderful
response of the volunteers in our community. They respond
to this love and caring by working to learn and complete
school assignments rather than feeling they cannot do the
work. The volunteers, in return, know they are making a
difference. They enjoy their time with the students and
continue to tutor. Brain Builders is changing lives, one
student at a time. For the very first time, Brain Builder
students, have one-on-one tutoring. It is exciting to know
we have reached that goal!

Olde Forge Junction is growing and expanding our service
area. We need more VOLUNTEERS! Each new volunteer
that comes in to Brain Builders gives another child the
opportunity to be in our program. We have children on our
waiting list who desperately need to be tutored. Will you

be the one to give a child this opportunity to be in Brain
Builders this school year? Brain Builders meets on Tuesday
and Thursday from 3:30-5:00 pm.

HUGS is in its second year with a large group of
caregivers, babies and preschool age children. Volunteers
meet the needs of the caregivers with translation,
encouragement, and friendship. Volunteers teach the 3-4
year olds, 2 year olds, and play and give comfort to the
babies on Wednesday and Friday mornings. The cultural
diversity of the caregivers and their children present the
greatest challenge because the Wednesday group is non-
English speaking. Everyone is learning how to
communicate with each other with the help of translators

We need more volunteers for the HUGS program to help
with the children or caregivers. If you speak Spanish,
Farsi, or Swabhili, we can always use more translators. You
are especially needed on Wednesday morning from
10:00am - Noon.




HUGS News

By Michelle Carroll

HUGS is very dear to my heart. I'm excited when | see our
alum in kindergarten at Rocky Run as they are thriving. To
know that we have played a part in their preparation is
priceless.

As we launch our second full year of HUGS, | find it both
enjoyable and challenging. The joy of looking for
prospective applicants is amazing. During our summer
camp and when I'm in the neighborhood, | can be found
asking: How old is he? Is she enrolled in Head Start? Are
you an at home mom? or Would you in interested in
attending our mommy and me program? As | explain the
program, there is always positive response and all of our
moms and caregivers from last year have returned. The
best is greeting the smiling faces when they arrive, the
giggles and bright eyes as they explore something new, and
the trust of the moms when they hand you their baby.

The challenge is the many new families who have moved
into the Olde Forge neighborhood with young children,
most of whom are non-English speaking. Opening HUGS
to these new residents required adding a Farsi translator,
additional transportation, ESL instruction, lunch for 40 and
a variety of others essential needs to cover. If you look at
the big picture, it could be very daunting. | realize that
there are things that we can control and things that we
can’'t. What | can’t manage, | give to God and expect Him
to work it out, and He always come through. As an
example, we started even though we had to make two trips
with our bus. As always, God came through with
additional transportation, volunteers and support in a
variety of areas.

Throughout my work with OFJ, God has been my driving
force. I'm motivated by His love and compassion, and seek
to impact lives in a positive way. Sometimes we want more
for others than they want for themselves. My prayer is that
through our labor and the help of others we can continue to
help the residents of Olde Forge to broaden their view of
themselves and the world.
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Shop to Help Olde Forge Junction Merry Chl’iStmas

Do you shop online? Now there is a way to make
your online purchases work for Olde Forge
Junction. Just create a membership at
www.iGive.comwith Olde Forge Junction as your
designated “cause” and start shopping. Purchases
made with iGive as the starting point, earn a
percentage for OFJ. The percentage varies by
merchant. There is a huge list of merchants that
participate, including many familiar retail stores.
Check it out and thanks for your participation!

In the past year we have received $155.27. If you
purchase items online, take a couple of extra
minutes and go through iGive. It's an easy, painless
way to give. Thanks!

MAY THE LOVE
THAT WAS BORN
ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT
FILL YOUR LIFE
WITH HOPE AND JOY



